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Michael Brown told a Denver newspaper recently that he believed the Obama
administration moved too quickly in its response to Superstorm Sandy. The president held
his first press conference to address the storm on Sunday, before peak devastation.

"My guess is, he wants to get ahead of it — he doesn't want anybody to accuse him of not
being on top of it or not paying attention," Brown told the Denver Westward.

Yes, this is the same Michael Brown who resigned as FEMA administrator after being
accused of responding too slowly to Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Fortunately, FEMA seems
to have learned its lessons from Hurricane Katrina, even if Brown has not.

"Better to be fast than to be late," current FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate told NPR in
response.

It's too early to fully appreciate the damage from Sandy. As of this writing, the storm has
been blamed for 88 deaths in the U.S., 44 of them in New York City, and numbers are
expected to climb. The storm also is estimated to incur losses between $30 billion and $50
billion, according to the forecasting firm Eqecat, thanks to widespread electric outages,
the lack of subway service in New York City, and blocked roadways.

But while those numbers represent huge losses, they don't come close to Katrina's 1,833
deaths and $108 billion in losses, according to NOAA.

The sharp differences in losses can be attributed to the fact that the nation was better
prepared after Katrina. The president signed federal emergency declarations — at the
request of governors — in advance of the storm for Connecticut, Delaware, District of
Columbia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Rhode
Island. Early declarations enabled evacuations and continuous response. Currently, this
response continues:

» Federal, state, tribal and local partners continue rescue operations, assessing damage, and

What's Mutual Aid?

Mutual Aid is a blog of news and views from
FIRE CHIEF staff and industry experts -- a
virtual conversation about the issues important
to you.

Contributors
Janet Wilmoth

Janet Wilmoth grew up in a family of
firefighters in a Chicago suburb. She first
worked for FIRE CHIEF magazine in

| 1986 as an associate editor and also
served as FIRE CHIEF's international...

Mary Rose Roberts

. Mary Rose Roberts is a senior editor at
<\ Penton Media, with a focus on wireless
technology, public safety and fire
1 leadership for FIRE CHIEF, Urgent

Communications and Wildfire magazines. She also...

View all Contributors

Advertisement

Join FIRE CHIEF's industry
experts in these NEW
E-Seminars for chief
officer development.

Advertisement

REGISTER | LOG IN


http://firechief.com/
http://firechief.com/blogs
http://firechief.com/blog/mutual-aid
javascript:void(0);
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CzRM46LSPUpLbA4uuqAH-1oCQCPO41YoEAAAQASCb0JQeULirw8X7_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSaAU_Qd1Amof_WAQgWwLBYQz9WPbUEuS8cAZqEJaipXzlVx4-NxPMdh5eSpJumFFBrUNTBA5dbZKIt53KbN08-VDti4135y-jSqBhxdHV8ifqQGrssnZC9tCOcGJNtQ8jC9e_CsVXjGoQIyGFwtsy_Q_yt5TQbPOFgLYvMUYZ4bv5PYbq8OxdXPENMKyXv955LH33284B7MTdcdETgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_245wxRfWHKxOEnJLyAGg1ylP_O4Q&client=ca-pub-0098407289527799&adurl=http://firechief.com/friday-briefing
https://pen-sub.halldata.com/fcland
http://penton-sub.halldata.com/FCNL?PK=NLHWEB
http://firechief.com/blogs
http://auctionsbygov.com/?utm_source=FIRECHIEF&utm_medium=promoblock&utm_campaign=ABG_Penton
http://firechief.com/data
http://firechief.com/contact
http://firechief.com/advertising
http://firechief.com/rss.xml
http://firechief.com/leadership
http://firechief.com/apparatus
http://firechief.com/fire-response
http://firechief.com/rescue-ems
http://firechief.com/technology
http://firechief.com/health-safety
http://firechief.com/wildfire-magazine
http://firechief.com/station-design
http://firechief.com/current
http://firechief.com/
http://firechief.com/penton_ur/nojs/user/register/%25step
http://firechief.com/penton_ur/nojs/login

restoring electric power.

o The U.S. Coast Guard and nine FEMA US&R taskforces are staged along the East Coast, some
deployed into affected areas, and the others waiting for state requests. Six additional
taskforces are on alert.

o The Department of Health and Human Services deployed two, 50-person disaster medical
assistance teams to provide triage and basic care in shelters in New Jersey. Additional
medical teams are on alert. HHS also has personnel supporting 350 ambulances in New York
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« FEMA is working to get people in need of shelter into hotels and motels and also assessing
who will need longer-term rental assistance. FEMA already sent out more than $1 million for

those programs as of yesterday. officer development.
"The role of the federal government is to support the states when the disaster exceeds
their capabilities," Fugate told NPR. "And when it's this bad, we work as one team."
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And in its response to Sandy, it looks like FEMA did did a heck of a job.
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